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IP Delivers your daily needs. When you are searching through the refrigerator, 
you probably aren’t looking for patents, trademarks, and copyrights. But, you 
may be surprised how many products in your kitchen depend on intellectual 
property protection and quietly bring you your daily needs.

 PATENTS–Many high tech devices in our lives have been developed around a pat-
ented invention. In the kitchen, innovation revolves around safety, efficiency, and conve-
nience. To ensure continued innovation and improvements in innovation, the patent office 
grants property rights to the inventor. Even something as ordinary as your gas stove, 
kitchen faucet, or blender may contain several patented components designed to help 
you make a great meal.
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 TRADEMARKS–The brand name emblems and logos we all depend on to identify 
the products we use in our kitchen are often protected by trademarks. Trademarks cover 
just about any product, service, or label which you might find in your kitchen—such as 
the name on your refrigerator, the distinctively designed bottle of cooking oil, the pack-
ages of your favorite cookies, or the seal of approval from a standards organization.  

 COPYRIGHTS–Copyrights are a form of protection granted to an author of 
an original, creative work. Whether they are the mouthwatering images in a cooking 
magazine, your favorite chef’s challenge show, or the tunes you listen to while you cook; 
these were all created by artists. Copyrights help ensure that new works by the likes of 
photographers, authors, or musicians are encouraged and that these artists can get credit 
and compensation for their life’s work.
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Many high tech devices in our lives have been developed around a patented 
invention. In the kitchen, innovation revolves around safety, efficiency, and 
convenience. To ensure continued innovation and improvements in innovation, the 
patent office grants property rights to the inventor. Even something as ordinary as 
your gas stove, kitchen faucet, or blender may contain several patented components 
designed to help you make a great meal.

A patent lasts for about twenty years and during that period inventors can use their 
patent themselves or license the patent to others who want to use it with their own 
products. In exchange for that legal protection, the details of the new invention are 
published so researchers have the benefit of that breakthrough. Once the patent 
expires, anyone can use the invention free of charge. 

Why are patents important?

Patents in the kitchen protect even the little changes in physical products that can make 
a big difference in the way we use them. For example, look at your stove. The basic 
purpose of the stove is to heat and cook food. Go back 100 years and you would still 
need to do that, but you would be doing it on an iron stove fueled by wood. Go back 
1000 years and you might have been cooking over an open fire pit using a skewer. 

Today we have combination convection/microwave ovens with sensitive thermometers, 
delayed cooking options, and even refrigeration. Incremental innovations have led to 
greater safety, convenience and efficiency in accomplishing the same goals. Along the 
way there have been important men and women who have created new technology 
which has been used to improve existing solutions. Those innovators’ hard work earned 
patents awarded by the government; this, in turn, incentivizes creating new inventions.
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Copyrights are a form of protection granted to an author of an original, creative work. 
Whether they are the mouthwatering images in a cooking magazine, your favorite chef’s 
challenge show, or the tunes you listen to while you cook; these were all created by 
artists. Copyrights help ensure that new works by the likes of photographers, authors, 
or musicians are encouraged and that these artists can get credit and compensation for 
their life’s work.

Why are copyrights important?

Much like the right a farmer has to reap what he sows or how you have the right to eat 
what you cook, copyright recognizes that authors have the right to benefit from the 
fruits of their creative juices.  

Just like trademarks, one of the benefits of copyright is that is lets you know who 
created your favorite apps, music, art and writing. An artist can use copyright to prevent 
others from taking his/her creations and presenting as their own.

Copyright helps authors to turn their art into a way to make a living. In the kitchen 
we are always looking for the best ingredients to make our meals memorable, in the 
same way, artists use many components to create a hit. The passion and pursuit of the 
right ingredients takes time and money and the ability to make a living from their work 
enables them to create even more.
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The brand name emblems and logos we all depend on to identify the products we 
use in our kitchen are often protected by trademarks. Trademarks cover just about any 
product, service, or label which you might find in your kitchen—such as the name on 
your refrigerator, the distinctively designed bottle of cooking oil, the packages of your 
favorite cookies, or the seal of approval from a standards organization. 

Trademarks can be renewed as long as the associated products or services are still 
being used in commerce. This makes sense, because customers want consistency and 
reliability when they make a purchase.
 
Why are trademarks important?

When the product is an appliance you trust to cook your food or keep it fresh, your 
relationship with a brand is almost personal. Over the years, we associate brands 
with our experiences with the products they represent, and—just like our human 
relationships—we love or leave based on our interactions with a brand because of our 
experience with that company’s products. Trademarks also give us assurance that we 
can call someone if something is wrong with the product.
 
The kitchen is no place for dangerous counterfeits or fake products. Counterfeit goods 
take advantage of the trust relationship we have with certain brand names and sell 
us products which may not be equal in safety, quality or reliability, but which bear the 
trademarks of the companies and products we trust. Some of these fake products 
contain dangerous toxins which seep into your food, or defective parts which can lead 
to disastrous accidents in the kitchen.
 
Trademarks help consumers identify the brands they trust and avoid the dangers of 
counterfeit goods.
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